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SUBJECT: NEW FRG LEGISLATION FOR HEALTH COMPENSATION 
FOR NAZI VICTIMS 

REF: STATE 37843 

1 . EMBASSY HAS CHECKED WITH FRG FOREIGN OFFICE REP 
(WARTER, LEGAL SECTION) WHO CONFIRMED PROMULGATION OF 
AMENDMENT TO FRG RESTITUTION LEGISLATION ON SEPTEMBER 24, 
1977 WITH GENERAL EFFECT ALONG LINES OF MEMORANDUM QUOTED 
IN REFTEL. AMENDMENT PROVIDES FOR SIX MONTH FILING DEAD- 
LINE FROM DATE OF PROMULGATION (THUS: MARCH 24, 1978). 

2. LENGTHY PREPARATION OF CIRCULAR INSTRUCTION TO FRG 
OVERSEAS POSTS AND REQUISITE COORDINATION BETWEEN FRG 
FONOFF AND FINANCE MINISTRY CULMINATED IN CIRCULAR 
INSTRUCTION TO THOSE POSTS DATED FEBRUARY 7, 1978, 
TRANSMITTED FEBRUARY 15. 

3. EMBASSY IS PREPARING EXPLANATORY SUMMARY OF PROVI- 
SIONS OF AMENDMENT PREPARED BY FEDERAL GOVERNMENT FOR 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FRG BUNDESRAT AND WILL BE TRANSMITTING THEM ASAP 
SLUGGED FOR EUR/CE AND L/ECP. 

4. FOREIGN OFFICE REP STATED THAT URO AND OTHER 
INTEREST QROUPS WERE INSTRUMENTAL IN PROMOTING PREPARA- 
TION AND PASSAGE OF HEIS AMENDMENT. GERMAN AUTHORITIES 
DID NOT WISH BY COPIOUS PUBLICITY TO MAKE THIS AMENDMENT 
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APPEAR TO HELP MORE THAN SMALL NUMBER OF PERSONS IT 
AFFECTS, AND WISHED TO AVOID FLOOD OF INQUIRIES FROM 
PERSONS NOT AFFECTED. THUS, FEDERAL GOVERNMENT DECIDED 
NOT TO GIVE THESE LIMITED AMENDMENTS WIDE PUBLICITY, 
BELIEVINQ THAT QUALIFYING CLAIMANTS WOULD LEARN OF IT 
VIA THESE INTEREST GROUPS. WHILE THIS ASSUMPTION MAY 
BE LARGELY CORRECT, POSSIBILITY OF NON-NOTICE TO SOME 
POTENTIAL CLAIMANTS. WHO WILL BE BARRED FROM FILING 
CLAIMS AFTER MARCH 24. MAY MAKE IT DESIRABLE FOR 
DEPARTMENT TO ISSUE PRESS RELEASE AFTER POSSIBLE COORDI- 
NATION WITH FRG EMBASSY. 

5. WE SHALL INFORMALLY EXPRESS TO FONOFF OUR PUZZLEMENT 
THAT USG'S ATTENTION WAS NOT LONG AGO DRAWN TO ENACT- 
MENT OF THIS AMENDMENT IN VIEW OF KNOWN CONCENTRATION 
OF RESTITUTION CLAIMANTS IN US AND USG RESPONSI- 
BILITY TO KEEP THEM INFORMED OF LEGAL DEVELOPMENTS THAT 
COULD AFFECT THEIR RIGHTS. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE ARE 
PUZZLED THAT URO AND SIMILAR QROUPS DID NOT DIRECTLY 
RAISE THIS MATTER WITH DEPARTMENT MONTHS AGO. 

MEEHAN 
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